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1  About the guide  

This guide contains the practical information  needed to apply for the Ph.D. fellowship s 

financed by the AXA Research Fund  (ARF), as well as a general overview of the selection 

process.  

 

The AXA Research Fund annually grants about thirty Ph.D. fellowship s in two separate 

grant periods . For information, the rate of selection for  Ph.D. in 2008 was 19.35%. 
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2 Which  institutions are eligible to apply for fellowship s? 

¶ Only institutions  that have been referenced by the Fund may apply for these 

fellowship s (see referencing procedure in section 5.2.1 below). No individual 

student applications  will be accepted or reviewed. Please liaise with your 

ÐÕÚÛÐÛÜÛÐÖÕɯÛÖɯÒÕÖÞɯÐÍɯÐÛɀÚɯÙÌÍÌÙÌÕÊÌËȭ 

¶ An institution may present the same applicant  for funding only once , and the 

applicant  in question can be presented by only one institution.  

¶ Applications must be submitted by the  research institutions to which the host 

laboratory is attached  and where the Ph.D. work is to be carried out . 

 

IMPORTANT  INFORMATION  

The institu tion must be able to host and accommodate the applicant for funding in 

accordance with prevailing legislation in the country where the institution is located. 1 This 

institution must be the same as that presenting the Ph.D. candidate. 

 

                                            
1
 In France, the host institutions will draw up an employment contract directly with the Ph.D. researcher. AXA 

will ensure that the Ph.D. has an employment contract that complies with French labour law. AXA will have 
no relationship of subordination with the Ph.D. researcher. 
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3 Eligibility  crit eria used to select Ph.D.s 

Every application that is submitted must be complete and  must comply with the criteria 

below in order to be submitted for review by the  %ÜÕËɀÚɯ2ÊÐÌÕÛÐÍÐÊɯ!ÖÈÙË. 

 

The Scientific Board oversees the applicant selection process, basing its decisions on the 

assessments offered by a network of experts whose reputation in their fields is 

international in scope. For information, the rate of selection for  Ph.D. in 2008 was 19.35%. 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION  

 

The AXA Research Fund, operating at Euro pean scale, follows the spirit of the Bologna 

process which defines the doctoral cycle as a three -year cycle. 

Our three -year doctoral grants are therefore intended for students having just been 

ÈÞÈÙËÌËɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÔÈÚÛÌÙɀÚɯËÌÎÙÌÌɯÈÕËɯÞÐÚÏÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÜÕËÌÙÛÈÒÌɯÈɯ/Ïȭ#ȭ programme. Students 

who are already engaged in a Ph.D. programme are not eligible.   

3.1 Areas of research eligible for funding 

The Ph.D. work financed by the  Fund must fall within the scope of one of the themes  

identifi ed by the AXA Scientific Board. The themes selected for 2009 are indicated on the 

website of the AXA Research Fund:  

http://researchfund.axa.com/en/  

 

IMPORTANT  INFORMATION  

Any research project that does not fall within the defined scope will be declared ineligible, 

regardless of its merits. 

3.2 Geographic scope of funding 

The AXA Research Fund supports: 

¶ Students wishing to do a Ph.D. in one of the member states of the European Union 

or one of the countries associated to the EU within the meaning of t he 7th 

Framework Programme  of the EU (FP7).1 In this  case, the Fund does not place 

restrictions on the nationality of the applicant or the country in which the 

ÜÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɯÛÏÈÛɯÎÙÈÕÛÌËɯÛÏÌɯÔÈÚÛÌÙɀÚɯËÌÎÙÌÌɯÐÚɯÓÖÊÈÛÌË. 

¶ Students who are citizens of one of the EU member states, or of a country associated 

to the EU within  the meaning of FP7,1 ÞÏÖɯÏÈÝÌɯÌÈÙÕÌËɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÔÈÚÛÌÙɀÚɯËÌÎÙÌÌɯÐÕɯÖÕÌɯ

                                            
1
 Switzerland, Israel, Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Turkey, Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia and Serbia, Albania and Montenegro  
ftp://ftp.cordis.europa.eu/pub/fp7/docs/third_country_agreements_en.pdf 

 
 

http://researchfund.axa.com/en/
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of the same countries. In this case, the Fund places no restrictions on the country in 

which the Ph.D. research laboratory is located. 

3.3 Start date for  Ph.D. research 

The period between the date on which the AXA Research Fund announces the results of its selection 

process and the starting date of the Ph.D. (i.e., the date of the administrative registration of the 

Ph.D. by the host institution) must not exceed 6 months. 

 

3.4 Selection crit eria 

The principa l crit eria used to make a scientific and academic assessment of the 

applications submitted are listed below :  

1. The academic excellence of the candidate, assessed on the basis of his or her 

ÛÙÈÕÚÊÙÐ×ÛÚɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÔÈÚÛÌÙɀÚɯÓÌÝÌÓɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯexcellence of the pre-ÔÈÚÛÌÙɀÚɯÊÜÙÙÐÊÜÓÜÔɯ

and transcripts.  

2. The innovati ve approach and originalit y of the Ph.D. project, as well as its 

feasibility  (access to resources, etc.), and the impact of its potential  results.  

3. The international orientation and reach of the host research laboratory. 

4. The qualit y of the conditions offered to the Ph.D. applicant by the host laboratory . 
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4 The funding  

4.1 Funding budget 

The AXA Research Fund seeks to guarantee the following to the Ph.D. student:  

¶ A minimum annual salary of  ȥ25 000 gross 

¶ Coverage of any additional costs incurred in relation to the research project, 

provided that expense receipts are submitted (colloqu ia, etc.) and limited to  ȥ1 000 

a year. 

  

The fellowship  comes to a maximum  total of  ȥ120 000 for the entire duration of the 

funding , and covers the following, pursuant to specific details to be worked out with the 

host institution in the contract and in accordance with local practice and legislation in 

force: 

¶ The annual gross salary of the Ph.D. student, which wi ll be equal to ȥ25 000 

minimum . 

¶ The coverage of any additional costs incurred by the Ph.D. student in relation to the 

research, provided that expense receipts are submitted (colloqu ia, etc.) and limited 

to ȥ1 000 a year. 

¶ Related fees paid to the host institution , used to cover all or some of the expenses 

related to the Ph.D. research. 

 

4.2 Duration of  funding 

The Ph.D. funding is for a period of  3 years. As an exception and on a case-by-case basis, 

renewals may be granted after review by the AXA Research Fund and its Scientific Board. 
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5 How to apply for funding  

Only those institutions referenced by the AXA Research Fund may present applicants for 

funding . The AXA Fund does not accept any unsolicited  applications from individual 

students.  

5.1 Selection timetable for  2009 

In 2009, two calls for applicants will be made to accommodate differences in the academic 

calendar in Europe: 

¶ The first will run from  February 23, 2009 to April 13 , 2009 (closes at 12 noon, 

French time: GMT+1 ). 

¶ The second will run from  April 6 , 2009 to May 25, 2009 (closes at 12 noon, French 

time: GMT+1 ). 

 

 

 
Mar. Apr. May Jun. Jul. Aug. Sept.

2009

Pre-selection of candidates 

by the institution

&

Application by pre-selected 

candidates

Contractualization 

with the host 

institution

Review and selection

August 7

Communication of 

the results

May 25

Closing date 

for applications

April 6

Opening date

Wave 2

Contractualization with 

the host institution
Review and selection

Pre-selection of candidates 

by the institution

&

Application by pre-selected 

candidates

June 24

Communication of 

the results

April 13

Closing date 

for applications

February 23

Opening 

date

Wave 1

Feb.
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5.2 Detailed description of the steps  

5.2.1 Step 1: Referencing of institutions by the  Fund (see specific modus 

Ö×ÌÙÈÕËÐɯÍÖÙɯÐÕÚÛÐÛÜÛÐÖÕÚɀɯÙÌÎÐÚÛÙÈÛÐÖÕȮɯÈÝÈÐÓÈÉÓÌɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ1ÌÚÌÈÙÊÏɯ%ÜÕËɀÚɯ

website)  

Institutions are referenced prior to the Ph.D. funding selection process. This referencing, 

which has to be done on the AXA Research Fund platform (http://researchfund -

platform.axa.com/Public/Institut ionEdit.aspx) is a prerequisite to submitting applicants for 

funding . 

 

5.2.2 Step 2: Submitting applications  (see appendix how to apply, step by step ) 

A given i nstitution may submit applications for no more than 2 candidates for funding for  

2009. The institutio n has the option of spreading its 2 applications over the two submission 

periods or may submit both in the same period, depending on its own internal pre -

selection process.  

 

After pre-selecting applicant (s) for one of the annual calls for candidates, the institution 

must fill -in their names & email addresses on line, on the AXA Research Fund platform 

(http://researchfund -platform.axa.com/ ), via its operational contact person, who has the 

necessary username and password of the Institution. 

 

Once the candidate(s) is (are) validated by the operational contact, an e-mail is sent 

directly to the candidate(s), enclosing the necessary details to access the application form 

(URL, username and password).  

 

The application for funding includes the following item:  

- A detailed description of the Ph.D. project ( 10 pages maximum) 

- 1 detailed CV  

- 2 letters of recommendation: 

o 1st ÓÌÛÛÌÙɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÕÛɀÚɯ/Ïȭ#ȭɯÈËÝÐÚÖÙȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌȯ 

Á An engagement of the Ph.D. advisor to supervise the Ph.D. candidate 

Á Information about the excellence of the research environment offered 

by the institution: international reach, academic networks, details of 

the research facilities, research equipments, IT, etc. 

Á The number of fellows/trainees to be supervised by the Ph.D. advisor 

during the fellowship  

o 2nd recommendation letter, preferably by ÛÏÌɯ È××ÓÐÊÈÕÛɀÚɯ ,ÈÚÛÌÙɅÚɯ ÛÏÌÚÐÚɯ

advisor  

http://researchfund-platform.axa.com/Public/InstitutionEdit.aspx
http://researchfund-platform.axa.com/Public/InstitutionEdit.aspx
http://researchfund-platform.axa.com/Default.aspx
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-  ËËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÔÈÛÌÙÐÈÓÚɯÐÓÓÜÚÛÙÈÛÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÕÛɀÚɯÙÌÚÌÈÙÊÏɯÞÖÙÒɯȹÚÜÔÔÈÙàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

thesis, abstracts from any publications or releases, etc.).  

5.2.3 Step 3: Reviewing & selecting applications  

The review and selection of applications is a multi -phase process: 

1. An initial review of all applications is made to ensure that submissions are 

complete and that appli cations meet the eligibility criteria.  

2. A second review of applications is then conducted by 2 to 3 independent 

readers to assess scientific quality.  

3.  ɯÍÐÕÈÓɯÙÌÝÐÌÞɯÐÚɯËÖÕÌɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ%ÜÕËɀÚɯ2ÊÐÌÕÛÐÍÐÊɯ!ÖÈÙËȭ 

5.2.4 Step 4: Informing applicants  

As soon as the applications for funding have been reviewed, the Fund will announce those 

selected for funding on its website, and will contact the applicants who have been selected 

as well as the operational contact people in their institutions so that the contracting 

process can be set in motion. 

5.2.5 Step 5: Contracting with the institutions of selected applicants  

Once the applications have been reviewed and fellowships have been granted, the Fund 

will contract with the institution hosting the Ph.D. student as rapidly as possible.  

 

Ph.D. grantees will be kept up-to-ËÈÛÌɯÉàɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÐÕÚÛÐÛÜÛÐÖÕɀÚɯÖ×ÌÙÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÊÖÕÛÈÊÛɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕɯ

throughout the contracting process.  
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APPENDIX : 

Step1: To propose a candidate, the operational contact clicks ÖÕɯɁ/ÙÖ×ÖÚÌɯÊÈÕËÐËÈÛÌɯÍÖÙɯ

Post-Doctoral grants, PhD grantÚɂ 

 
 

 

Step 2: The operational contact chooses the appropriate wave  
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Step 3: The operational contact fill s-in the 4 fields 

 

 
 

 

Step 3 bis: to propose a 2nd candidate, the operational contact clicks ÖÕɯɁ ËËɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯ

ÊÈÕËÐËÈÛÌɂɯȫɯÍÐÓÓs-in the 4 fields (see step 3) 


